9:00 - 9:15 Welcome remarks by ITCMS director, Dr. Channing Der
Session I, 9:15 AM-11:15 AM

9:15-10:15 =, Gretchen Bentz, PhD, Associate Professor,
: \ Division of Biomedical Sciences,
Mercer University School of Medicine

10:15 - 10:30 Joseph Szulczewski, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Klaus Hahn
“Development of Novel Tools to Probe the Role of Durotaxis in Cancer Cell
Metastasis”

10:30 - 10:45 Jordan Koehn, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Kevin Weeks
“Transcriptome-wide discovery of RNA-ligand target sites”

10:45 - 11:15 Meet Dr. Bentz/Coffee Break
Session II, 11:15 AM-12:00 PM

11:15 - 11:30 Katherine Barnett, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Jenny Ting
“An epithelial-immune circuit amplifies IL-1B and IL-6 release in COVID-19”

11:30 - 11:45 Minguk Jo, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Gaorav Gupta
“"Mrell dependent cGAS-STING cytosolic DNA sensing pathway suppresses
breast tumorigenesis”

11:45 - 12:00 Joseph Kearney, MD, Laboratory of Dr. Jen Jen Yeh
“Cancer-Associated Fibroblast Heterogeneity Influence on Tumor Cells”

Lunch, 12:00 PM-12:45 PM

Session III, 12:45 PM-2:45 PM

12:45 - 1:45 Joshua Mugford, PhD, Associate Director
-Discovery Biology,

Zentalis Pharmaceuticals

1:45 - 2:00 Maria White, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Blossom Damania
“Inhibition of NEK2 as a novel therapy for primary effusion lymphoma”

2:00 - 2:15 Rahul Mirlekar, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Yuliya Pylayeva-Gupta

“"Reprogramming of naive B cells in pancreatic cancer subverts humoral
immunity”

2:15 - 2:45 Meet Dr. Mugford/Coffee Break
Session 1V, 2:45 PM-3:15 PM

2:45 - 3:00 Travis Nelson, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Nate Hathaway
“Modulating TP53 expression through small molecule epigenetic modifiers”

3:00 - 3:15 Xinjun Wu, PhD, Laboratory of Dr. Blossom Damania
“Kaposi’s sarcoma-associated herpesvirus (KSHV) Kinase Promotes
Endothelial Cell Survival By Activating Akt Signaling”

Poster Session I, 3:30 PM-4:15 PM
Poster Session 11, 4:15 PM-5:00 PM



