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Presenter
Presentation Notes
NIH announced a new biosketch format on 11/28/14, with an implementation date of 1/25/15. Exactly a week later, the implementation date was pushed back to 5/25/15. This may have been due to the generally negative response to the new format. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-024.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-032.html


New page limit

Include up to four refs that 
highlight your experience and 
qualifications

NIH announced this 
provision in 2011 NOT-
OD-11-045, but this is the 
first explicit mention in 
the biosketch

Describe up to 5 
contributions to science

Include up to four refs 
supporting each Contribution

URL to entire bibliography

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the instruction page for the new format biosketch – we’ll take a look at how it differs from the previous bio.First – the page limit has been increased to 5 pages, from the original 4.The Personal Statement, and its role of describing how the skills and experience of the PI and the team are a perfect fit for the project, etc etc, remain. However, the PI can now include up to 4 peer-reviewed citations supporting the personal statement.In addition, the new format instructions allow the inclusion of mitigating factors that might explain periods of low productivity. This has been allowed for several years, but it has never been explicitly laid out in the biosketch instructions. I suggest that this be used only for the most compelling circumstances.We come to the most significant change in the biosketch – the description, of up to 2 ½ pages, of the PI’s 5 “Most Significant Contributions to Science”. Each of these items can be supported by up to 4 references – note that these can be peer-reviewed papers, patents, web sites, audio/video files  - there appears to be no limit on what the supporting documentation can be, nor does the requirement for peer review appear to apply to these.Finally, the PI can provide a link to his/her complete bibliography – a significant difference to the “15 selected papers” in the old format. Note that this biblio is not required – the text of NOT-OD-15-032 states that the PI is “allowed” to include this.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-od-11-045.html


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an NIH-provided sample of the new format – no surprises here.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is page 2 and the start of the “Contributions” section. I have highlighted two of the references……..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…. to demonstrate that, in this sample, several references were cited  more than once. It’s perfectly reasonable that individual references will appear in more than one “Contribution” or in a contribution and the Personal Statement. The new format allows for the inclusion of up to 24 references, but obviously these don’t have to be 24 unique references. Don’t feel that you have to get as many refs onto the page as possible – remember that your entire body of work is listed in the on-line bibliography, in any case.



Old Format New Format
4 page limit 5 page limit
Personal Statement Personal Statement + 4 refs

5 contributions to Science + 4 
refs each 

15 selected refs Up to 24 selected refs
Link to online bibliography

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, the highlights:New page limitInclusion of refs in the Personal StatementSignificant Contributions to Science, with more refsLink to entire bibliography



New Biosketch Formats for
• Research Grant applications

• Predoctoral Fellowship applications

• Postdoctoral Fellowship applications

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/index.htm#format

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note also, that while we’re talking about the standard research grant application biosketch, there are also new format bios for fellowship applications. All the new forms, plus samples, are available on the NIH web site.

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/index.htm%23format


“Significant Contributions to Science”

• indicate the historical background that frames the scientific 
problem

• the central finding(s)
• the influence of the finding(s) on the progress of science or the 

application of those finding(s) to health or technology
• your specific role in the described work.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the most significant change in the biosketch format. The instructions for each item can be boiled down to 4 components:Background and contextCentral findingsThe impact of these findingsThe PI’s role in the work



C. Contribution to Science
My early publications directly addressed the fact that substance abuse is often overlooked in 
older adults. However, because many older adults were raised during an era of increased drug 
and alcohol use, there are reasons to believe that this will become an increasing issue as the 
population ages.   These publications found that older adults appear in a variety of primary 
care settings or seek mental health providers to deal with emerging addiction problems.  These 
publications document this emerging problem but guide primary care providers and geriatric 
mental health providers to recognize symptoms, assess the nature of the problem and apply 
the necessary interventions.   By providing evidence and simple clinical approaches, this body 
of work has changed the standards of care for addicted older adults and will continue to 
provide assistance in relevant medical settings well into the future.  I served as the primary 
investigator or co-investigator in all of these studies. 

a. Gryczynski, J., Shaft, B.M., Merryle, R., & Hunt, M.C. (2002). Community based 
participatory research with late-life addicts. American Journal of Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse, 15(3), 222-238.

b. Shaft, B.M., Hunt, M.C., Merryle, R., & Venturi, R. (2003). Policy implications of 
genetic transmission of alcohol and drug abuse in female nonusers. International 
Journal of Drug Policy, 30(5), 46-58.

c. Hunt, M.C., Marks, A.E., Shaft, B.M., Merryle, R., & Jensen, J.L. (2004). Early-life 
family and community characteristics and late-life substance abuse. Journal of 
Applied Gerontology, 28(2),26-37.

d. Hunt, M.C., Marks, A.E., Venturi, R., Crenshaw, W. & Ratonian, A. (2007). 
Community-based intervention strategies for reducing alcohol and drug abuse in 
the elderly.  Addiction, 104(9), 1436-1606. PMCID: PMC9000292

“indicate the historical 
background that frames the 
scientific problem”

“the central finding(s)”

“the influence of the finding(s) 
on the progress of science or the 
application of those finding(s) to 
health or technology”

“your specific role in the 
described work”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So here’s the first item from the “Contributions” section of the NIH sample bio:Note that the first “contribution” can be broken down into sections, each of which addresses one of the four points in 1 or 2 sentences each. Note that there isn’t a whole lot of detail here – it’s more of an overviewSucceeding sections don’t necessarily adhere to this structure, swapping the order, and sometimes apparently not addressing all four points.



Addresses “Science”, rather than the specific application – will require only 
gradual updating (unlike Personal Statement)

Keep it short and simple
• You’re allowed ½ page per – don’t feel like to have to fill up the page
• You’re allowed 5 items – you don’t have to include 5.
• Bullet points
• Be realistic about what is considered “significant”

What is the junior investigator to do?
• Citation# / H-index
• Doctoral work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The “Contributions to Science” section is unknown territory at the moment, so we’re sort of feeling our way in the dark for now. However, a few things:Note that this section addresses “Science” writ large, rather than this specific grant application. As before, the Personal Statement should be crafted for a specific application, rather than just a boilerplate section. However, the “Contributions” section probably doesn’t need to be extensively reworked for each application, but rather, tweaked over time, as the next big contribution pushes a lesser one out of the top five. That being said, I would never submit a biosketch without having at least read through the Contributions section to ensure that the items are relevant to the application. For example, you might want to change the order of the individual contributions, or, if you have more than 5, you might want to include the 5 that are most relevant to this application.Note also, that this section will now potentially add an extra 2 ½ pages of extra reading to each biosketch. On the general principle of “be merciful to your reviewer”, be as brief and succinct as possible. Don’t feel like you have to use a 2 ½ pages, of cast around to find five contributions. Keep it short and easy to understand. Much of the negative feedback concerning the new format has been from reviewers who are faced with having to plough through up to 2 ½ extra pages of often-self-aggrandizing blurb per biosketch, and there may be numerous bios attached to each application – I feel their pain.To a large extent “significant” is subjective. Make sure that you spell out the significance, so that a reviewer unfamiliar with the details of your work will “get it”. Don’t brag - for example, don’t claim to be the first to have done something unless you have the first-author paper to back it up.The people who are possibly most concerned about this new section are junior investigators, who may not have a career-long accumulation of achievement to fall back on. Bear in mind, that, since new investigators and ESIs are reviewed together, you’ll be with other investigators who are in the same boat, rather than with senior investigators with 30 years of achievement to brag about. Until you have some achievements to talk about, you might have to get a little creative. For example, if, as a grad student, you contributed to significant work, but this contribution was not reflected in the authorship of subsequent papers, you can talk about that. You don’t have to be an author on the supporting paper to cite it, as long as you describe your contribution. You may have authored a paper and when you go to check its citation record, you find that it has been cited 500 times – write about that, maybe. The bottom line is, though, maintain your dignity, and don’t appear to be clutching at straws or stretching the truth. The achievements will come.



Contributions references can be pretty much anything……

“For each of these contributions, reference up to four peer-reviewed 
publications or other non-publication research products (can include audio 
or video products; patents; data and research materials; databases; 
educational aids or curricula; instruments or equipment; models; protocols; 
and software or netware) that are relevant to the described contribution. 
The description of each contribution should be no longer than one half 
page including figures and citations.”

Other than link to biblio, URLs still not permitted in biosketch, 
but “non-standard” items can be included in bibliography and 
cited in bio

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s also important to note that, while the instructions for the Personal Statement specify standard peer-reviewed publications, there appear to be few limits on that can be included as supporting documentation for the Contributions. The quote above is from the NIH Instructions for this section. Note also that, although publications have to be peer-reviewed, the rest of the item categories appear not to require peer-review, if it is even possible for some of these. Also, many of these items are crying out to be linked to URLs, but, per NIH Instructions, URLs are still not allowed (apart from the single link to the online biblio). Fortunately, the MyNCBI online biblio (more later) allows the inclusion of “non-standard” references, including URLs, so there is a mechanism for getting these citations into your biosketch while obeying the rules.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, within a couple of days of the first announcement, a UNC investigator, which whom I had previously worked, sent me his first pass at a new format bio. I asked him if I could use it in talks like this one, and he was fine with it.So, let’s take a look:Well, to start with, he used the old format form. He also chose not to include any citations in the personal statement. OK.Then we get to the “contributions” section, and he kicks it up a gear.He includes URLs and figures in the text. This needs fixing, as NIH still does not allow URLs in the text. As the instructions suggest, figures are allowed.I might have used numbers for the in-text citations, and used the saved space to make the figures larger.Note also that NIH allows references here to be formatted as “first author et al”. This is in contrast to the biblio of the application itself, that requires that all authors are listed. Using “et al” in the biosketch might save space if necessaryOccasionally, he exceeds the 4 reference limit, but these are all easily fixable 



On-Line Bibliography

• Set it up now, not in May
• myNCBI

– Manage lit searches
– Bibliography
– http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/browse/coll

ection/47226327/?sort=date&direction=ascendin
g

– sciENcv

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, I’m going to end the presentation portion of this session with a brief discussion of the on-line bibliography. I think the Health Sciences Library and our TraCS librarian are in a better position to inform you all about the various available options. I will say that the last time I paid attention to the contents of my bibliography, on-line biblios were not a thing, so I had to do a little catch up. I’m going to talk a little about the MyNCBI site and SciENcv.I went on-line to MyNCBI, opened an account and downloaded my bibliography from PubMed in ~20 minutes.Going into SciENcv, I filled in the various boxes, selected 15 refs from my biblio and was able to generate an NIH-formatted new format bio in a few minutes.I highly recommend using both myNCBI and sciENcvThere seems to be a little ambiguity with regard to the use of third party hosting sites, such as a departmental web site or something like Google Scholar. My reading of the “bibliography link” instructions, based on the FAQ, is that the use of a biblio host site other than myNCBI is discouraged, but not prohibited, as long as (1) it is publicly accessible, without the requirement to log in or provide additional information, and (2) it does not contain further links. It is a little ambiguous – the FAQs state that “Use of a publicly available database other than MyBibliography is at the discretion of the applicant”, and at the same time “NIH cautions reviewers against accessing URLs that may compromise their anonymity”. I interpret this as “the applicant is free to use a third party site, the reviewer is free not to look at it”. As with any situation where there is the possibility of a less than optimal outcome (in this case, the reviewer not clicking the link), my advice is to immunize yourself against it (in this case, by using myNCBI). I anticipate a time when the use of myNCBI will be required, rather than simply encouraged – there is no downside, IMO, to using it from the start. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/account/?back_url=http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/myncbi/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/browse/collection/47226327/?sort=date&direction=ascending


For an annotated PDF version of this 
presentation: 

d_carroll@unc.edu

UNC Health Sciences Library and HSL Research Hub
http://guides.lib.unc.edu/compliance/myncbisetup

NIH Office of Extramural Research (OER) Biosketch FAQs:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm#4388

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To finish up – the slides for this presentation are available if you email me. I would also encourage everyone to take a look at the very useful NIH Biosketch FAQs, which are updated as new questions are submitted.On a local level, the UNC Health Sciences Library will be hosting workshops and information sessions on the NIH Public Access policy, the new biosketch and on-line search and bibliography resources.

mailto:d_carroll@unc.edu
http://guides.lib.unc.edu/compliance/myncbisetup
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm%234388
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Presentation Notes
Shameless plug for TraCS Proposal Development service
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