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Embracing indigenous 

wisdom in evidence-based 

cancer prevention:

A path of collaboration, respect, and 

insight on Duke’s voyage
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Duke University Indigenous Land Acknowledgement

In North Carolina:

NC Native citizens die each year from cancer

American Indians in NC are diagnosed with cancer each year

Approx.

200

leading cause of death for American Indians in our state

Cancer was the

2nd

Approx.

400
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SAICEP Goals:

To increase awareness of cancer health needs of American Indian populations

To expand access to cancer health education and build community capacity 
to address cancer health needs

To develop collaborative research and community relationships to better 
understand and address the cancer burden in American Indian communities
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Cancer incidence among AI population

Dr. Lisa Spees, UNC

The 5 most frequently diagnosed cancers among the AI 
population were
• Prostate
• Female breast
• Lung and bronchus
• Colorectal
• Uterine

Cancer Mortality Disparities in AI

Dr. Lisa Spees, UNC
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0-60% of oncology patients 61-75% of oncology patients

75-85% of oncology patients 85-90% of oncology patients

South Carolina 

Virginia

62%
24%

8%

2% 1% 2%

Non-Hispanic 
WhiteNon-Hispanic 

Black

Hispanic

Asian Native
Other

Race and Ethnicity

Catchment Area 
Urban, Suburban, Rural

North Carolina

Below $25k 25%
<12 Grade Education 16%

Urban 78%

Demographics 

Social Determinants of 
Health

DCI Catchment Area 

American Indian Patients in DCI Catchment Area
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Year of Diagnosis

Non-Hispanic American Indian Patients at DCI by 
Year 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
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Tomi Akinyemiju, PhD, MS

Associate Director, Community 

Outreach, Engagement and Equity

Duke Cancer Institute

Stephanie B. Wheeler, PhD, MPH

Associate Director, Community 

Outreach and Engagement

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive 

Cancer Center

Ronny A. Bell, PhD, MS (Lumbee)

Senior Advisor, Community Outreach 

and Engagement

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive 

Cancer Center

Rachel Denlinger-Apte, PhD, MPH

Assistant Professor, Social Sciences 

and Health Policy

Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist

Comprehensive Cancer Center
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Aim 1
 Assess regional variation in cancer 
incidence, prevalence, stage, and 
mortality for NC AI populations

Aim 2
 Assess cancer health information 
needs associated with cancer care 
through qualitative methods (e.g., 
talking circles) and survey with 3 AI 
communities (Lumbee, Coharie, 
Haliwa-Saponi)

Aim 3
 Conduct AI asset mapping to identify 
community strengths and resources 
available to support cancer health 
equity in partnership with tribes and AI 
youth leaders.

1. Qualitative and quantitative study of adults in 3 large AI communities in NC to explore 
cancer-related health needs

2. Building on collaborations from the Native Pathways to Health and Healing Walk project

3. Partner with tribal leaders, community members and AI facilitators to lead talking circle

4. Analyze the qualitative data to identify key themes and summarize for dissemination with 
tribal communities and others. 

5. Develop survey questions to capture cancer-related health needs from a larger number of 
AI community members

Approach

Coharie Tribe (Sampson and Harnett 
counties)

Lumbee Tribe

Haliwa-Saponi Tribe

Participating Tribes
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The Southeastern American Indian 

Cancer health Equity Partnership (SA -

ICEP) was established to better under -

stand and address the cancer-related 

health needs of American Indian comm u-

nities in our region (www.saicep.org). 

Now, the SAICEP team seeks to assess  

cancer burden, cancer health needs a nd 

assets in NC tribal communities through 

American Indian-led talking circles.

INTERESTED IN JOINING AN 
UPCOMING TALKING CIRCLE FOCUSED 

ON CANCER HEALTH NEEDS?
Get paid to share your voice to help researchers learn about 

cancer health in your tribal community. 

What to expect:
• Native-led talking circle 

• About 2.5 hours in duration

• $25 Visa giftcard incentive

Who is eligible?
• Age 18+

• Identify as American Indian and 

have membership/affil

i

at ion wi th 

one of the following tribes:

▪ Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina

▪ Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe

▪ Coharie Tribe

• Speak English

• W illing to share your story about 

the cancer health needs in y our 

tribal community 

 Please sign up by calling

or emailing us:

Email: dcicoe@dm.duke.edu

Phone: 919-613-4916

Talking Circles

• Talking circles are traditional native practices that provide a safe and 
equal opportunity to share personal stories on a particular topic

• Led by Native Co-facilitators

• 10-12 participants per talking circle roughly 1.5 to 2 hours in duration

Mr. Tony Locklear Ms. Vivette Jeffries-Logan

Coharie Talking Circle February 18th 2023, Coharie Tribal Center Clinton, NC 
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