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Fridays
Examining the Role of Biology, Race, Class, and Socioeconomics

11:00 - 11:50 AM EST/EDT

August 29
Welcome to Cancer(s) and Health
Disparities 101 - The Introduction

October 3
Breast Cancer Health
Disparities

November 7
Health Disparities

September 5
Patient Navigation: The
Nurse, Patient & Advocate

October 17
Cancer From a Public
Health Perspective

November 14

Precision Without
Representation: When the
Cutting Edge Cuts Unevenly

September 12
Achieving Excellence
and Equity in Difficult
Times

Octoher 31

The impact of Race,
Ancestry and social
Determinants on
Black men with
Prostate cancer

November 21
Cancer Care for
All: Challenges
and Opportunities
in Low-Resource
Settings
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Exploring Cancer

Exploring the Role of Biology, Race, Class, and Socioeconomics November 21. 2025

Cancer Care for All: Challenges and
Opportunities in Low-Resource Settings

Service—and the desire to provide a net public good—is at the core of Dr. Bryant and informs every
aspect of her professional work. Over the course of her career, the ways in which she has served has
gradually expanded outward from serving at UNC to the broader nursing community on national and
international levels. The core of her professional mission is to mentor future generations of nurse
and non-nurse clinicians and scientists. As an educator, she is guided by a teaching philosophy that
emphasizes collaborative learning and transformational experiences.

Dr. Ashley Leak Bryant joined the UNC School of Nursing (SON) in 2013 and during her time at UNC,
she has engaged in global and oncology focused research, teaching, and service opportunities to
improve the quality of lives for patients, families, and communities. Her research has two themes: (1)
mediating symptom and functional synergies that impact quality of life of adults and older adults with
blood cancers through palliative and supportive care interventions; and (2) developing the nursing and

Ashl I_ k B t cancer careforce through inter ional education and global capacity building. In August 2021,
ey Lea ryant, Dr. Bryant was named an inaugural Assistant Director for Cancer Research Training and Education
PhD, RN, OCN, FAAN Coordination where she directs 2 fellowship programs for students at UNC and North Carolina Central

University. The fellowships focus on capacity building of oncology nurses and the oncology workforce

to increase diversity in cancer clinical trials. Additionally, she developed an inaugural oncology nursing,
elective course (Summer 2020) across the lifespan and ~130 students have participated in the
course and 35% work in pediatric or adult oncology or hospice nursing today. She leads cross-cultural
collaborations to build the oncology workforce and strengthen nursing education at both national

and international levels. Dr. Bryant has continued to manage an active program of research, mentors
undergraduate and graduate students across academic programs, and remains engaged in professional
and service activities. Her exceptional work has been recognized by both the American Academy of
Nursing and Gerontological Society of America where she is designated as a fellow. She has a BSN
(2003) and MSM-Nursing Administration (2005) fram UNC-Greensboro, PhD in Mursing from UNC Chapel
Hill and Interdisciplinary Certificate in Aging (2011), and completed a post-doctoral fellowship at UNC
Chapel Hill Gillings School of Global Public Health (2011-2013).

For Educational Use Only




Exploring Cancer Presented on November 21, 2025

Professional Highlights

3 Dr. Bryant is the Senior Associate Dean for Global
» |[nitiatives and a Frances Hill Fox Distinguished Professor
in the School of Nursing.

Professional Highlights

3 Dr. Bryant is the Senior Associate Dean for Global
= |nitiatives and a Frances Hill Fox Distinguished Professor
in the School of Nursing.

2 She is the Assistant Director of Cancer Research Training
» Education and Coordination at the UNC Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center.
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Professional Highlights

3 Dr. Bryant is the Senior Associate Dean for Global
» |[nitiatives and a Frances Hill Fox Distinguished Professor
in the School of Nursing.

2 She is the Assistant Director of Cancer Research Training
« Education and Coordination at the UNC Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center.

1 She is a practicing nurse caring for older adults with
= cancer.

CAROLINA @ NURSING

Cancer Care for All: Challenges and
Opportunities in Low-Resource Settings

Ashley Leak Bryant PhD, RN, OCN, FAAN
Frances Hill Fox Distinguished Professor
Senior Associate Dean, Office of Strategy and Global Affairs
Co-Director, PAHO/ WHO Collaborating Center in Quality and Safety
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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. Personal and Professional Journey

Academic Professional
BSN : 2003 Leadership and service roles in undergrad
’ and grad school

MSN: 2005 Academic medical centers/health systems
PhD: 2011 Wake Forest, Duke, UNC
National Institutes of Health

Interdisciplinary Certificate in

Aging Oncology (2005) and gerontological (2009)
certified nurse
Post-doc: 2011-2013 (Certifi)cation of Global Nurse Consultant
2025

Assistant, Associate, Professor:
2013-2023 Trainings, webinars, classes, seminars—

lifelong learning

12
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. Research and Service-Learning Experiences

UNCG

* Montagnard refugees (2002)
Honduras (2003)
Russia (2005)

(2010), Journal of Community Health Nursing.

Leak (2003), Imprint.; Leak et al (2006), Journal of Nursing Administration; lvanov et al

Guatemala (2009) Belize (2022)
Canada (2015) Chile (2024)
Malawi (2018 2019) « Dominica (2024)
Thailand (2022, 2025) -« Singapore (2024)

UNC

EE—
* Intramural Research Training Award,
National Institutes of Health (2003)

College Bound Sisters (2001-2003)

Smith-Miller, (2010), Nursing Forum; Qan'ir et al, (2022). PLOS Global Public Health;
Hotchkiss et al (2023), Journal of Cancer Education; lkharo et al (2023), Psycho-
Oncology; Guam et al, (2023), Global Public Health
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b+« Definitions
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-
P { Low-to-middle-income Classification system used primarily by the World Bank based on
a countries Gross National Income (GNI) per capita (Low-income, Lower-
@ ) (World Bank, 2025) middle-income, Upper-middle-income, High-income)
- Developing countries Broader, more informal term
P& ( ’
- Low resource settings Availability of resources (rather than income level alone)
4 ) (@yietal,2021)
-
D@ ( Global North Socio-economic and political grouping of relatively wealthy,
— industrialized countries
4§ ) Global South Countries and regions characterized by lower economic development,
w historical colonial exploitation, and less global political power
P& (
-
« )
-
P& (
- THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING 14
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LOW-AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

2007

Nations vastly different in available
resources
*in rates of economic growth
*in political and social conditions
*in the history and current status of
healthcare services and infrastructure

Defined by the World Bank
*per capita gross national income (GNI)

CANCER CONTROL OPPORTUNITIES
IN LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME COUNTRIES

LOW-RESOURCE AREAS

2017

Global Cancer Burden

Cancer surpasses the burden of infectious
diseases

Effective low-cost cancer control options
available for some cancers

Effective cancer treatment approaches
available and can reduce morbidity and

16
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"t: Question 1

w
P& (
‘-' During a conversation with my friend, he referred to a location

as "Third World." Having recently attended a seminar on this

w
P :1 terminology, | am aware of its implications.

P ® 4 How would you address the use of the term "Third World" in a
« » respectful and informed manner?

w
P& (

-
« )

w
)& (
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... How would you address the use of the term "Third World" in a respectful
™ and informed manner?
Nobody has responded yet.
Hang tight! Responses are coming in.

.. Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app ..
18

For Educational Use Only



Exploring Cancer Presented on November 21, 2025

Challenges

Estimated Number of New Cancer Cases by
World Region, 2022

Southern Africa Middle Afica
Africa m
@ 2milion 5.9% paster AfricaVESEM AT Austraia and New Zealand Oceania
Northern Africa — Melanesia, Polynesia, Micronesia 0.3 million (1.4%)

Latin America
@ and the Caribbean (enlrd Ameriqg———————————

1.6 million (7.7%) South America

Eastern Asia

Northern America

2.7 million (13.4%) ~ Northem America ———

20 Million

Asia
[ ] 9.8 million (49.2%)

Southern Europe ————

Europe
® .5 million (22.4%)
Central and Eastemn Europe

Westemn Europe J e — - Westnm Asia

Note: Region estimates do not sum to the worldwide estimate due to rounding.
Source: GLOBOCAN 2022 (gco.iarc.fr/today/).
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"_I'
'0' Estimated Number of Deaths by World Region,
q D 2022
P 0 q
- . Middle Africa
« ) ® (5o (7.8%) Si::::::;i w“‘““'“”"‘a—‘ ‘ ’—AlsllaliaandeNZealand Oceania
Northern Africa [~ Melanesia, Polynesia, Micronesia 0.1 million (0.8%)
- Latin America . C‘“:bb‘*‘"—\ | \ ‘\
o R e
- ——— Eastern Asia
‘ . 3‘ (;rthﬁ[‘n Ag';';ié)a Northern America - n
> it 9.7 Million
Northern Europe
- Southern Europe ° Asia
. . PY Europe 5.5 million (56.1%)
-w 20 mllho“ e0.4%) Central and Eastern Europe
. ‘ ‘ WestermEurope— W South-Central Asia
a L South-FasternAsia
‘ . Western Asia
w
b @ ( Note: Region estimates do not sum to the worldwide estimate due to rounding.
- Source: GLOBOCAN 2022 (gco.iarc.fr/today/). 21
I
21
[ ¥
w
P ®¢ Estimated Number of New Cancer Cases by
¢ » Human Development Index (HDI), 2022
w
P& (
-
‘ . Low HDI
812,200 (4%)
> i o 19,964,800 Cases
- 2424200(2% g
« )
w Very high HDI
. ‘ ‘ — 9,296,200 (47%)
-
« )
L J
P& ( High HDI /
- 7,436,100 (37%)
« )
- Note: China (high-HDI country) alone accounts for 18.4% of all cancer cases
X X and 19.5% of all cancer deaths. India (medium-HDI country) accounts for
ey 5.4% of all cancer cases and 6.9% of all cancer deaths.
4 _» Source: GLOBOCAN 2022 (gco.iarcfr/today/). 22
22
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NV
w

P * ¢ Estimated Number of New Cancer Deaths by

¢ » Human Development Index (HDI), 2022
L 4

D& (

H i

.;‘ Medium HDI 9,736,800 Deaths
- 1,560,100 (16%) ™. Very high HI

‘ ' _—" 3,643,500 (37%)
w

B
-

« )
-

P& (
- HighHDI _—

¢ - ) Note: China (high-HDI country) alone accounts for 18.4% of all cancer cases

D@ ( and 19.5% of all cancer deaths. India (medium-HDI country) accounts for
- 5.4% of all cancer cases and 6.9% of all cancer deaths.

PRI Source: GLOBOCAN 2022 (gco.iarc.fr/today/).

23
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. New Cases and Deaths (2022)

Low HDI

Low HDI 544,600 (6%) \
812,200 (4%) \
Medium HDI 1 5'25 ?é%r"féo? I ~_
2,424,200 (12%) ,560,100 (16%)

Very high HDI
_— 3,643,500 (37%)

Very high HDI
— 9,296,200 (47%)

High HDI
7,436,100 (37%) High HDI
3,991,300 (41%)

New Cases Deaths

24
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Deaths Attributable to Select Modifiable
Factors, 2020-2021

21% (2,110,000 deaths)

1

Tobacco use

Infection 12% (2,300,000 cases)

Alcohol consumption 4% (741,000 cases)

Excess body weight 4% (357,000 deaths)

Il 1

|
0 5 10 15 20 25
Proportion (%) of Global Cancer Burden

Smoking and excess bodyweight attributable fractions and death estimates are derived from 2021 cancer mortality estimates. Alcohol and infection attributable fractions
and case estimates are derived from 2020 cancer incidence estimates.

Data sources: Tobacco and Excess Body Weight: Global Burden of Disease Study 2021 (https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-results); Cancers attributable to infections: Global
Cancer Observatory (https:/gco.iarc.who.int/causes/infections); Cancers attributable to alcohol: Global Cancer Observatory (https:/gco.iarc.who.int/causes/alcohol).

©2025, American Cancer Society, Inc., Surveillance and Health Equity Science

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING
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Question 2

The worldwide rates of cancer cases and deaths are alarming.

If your friend asked why cancer is such a significant issue
globally, how would you respond?

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING

26
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_.. If your friend asked why cancer is such a significant issue globally, how
would you respond?

Nobody has responded yet.

Hang tight! Responses are coming in.

.. Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app

27

« » Low Resource Settings

For Educational Use Only
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. Scoping Review

« Aim: Unravel ‘low resource * 410 codes derived from 48

settings’ terminology unique articles
* Methods » Grouped into 63 content

« PubMed, Africa-Wide, Web of categories
Science and Scopus were « 9 major themes relating to term
searched ‘ o

, low-resource setting

* June 24, 2019 dating back <5

years

* Qualitative content analysis
through an inductive approach

Zyl et al, 2021, BMJ Global Health

29

“Low Resource Settings”

Financial pressure

Suboptimal healthcare service delivery
» Underdeveloped infrastructure

Paucity of knowledge
* Research challenges and considerations
* Restricted social resources

» Geographical and environmental
factors

e Human resource limitations
» Influence of beliefs and practices

Zyl et al, 2021, BMJ Global Health

30
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Key Message: Low Resource Settings

Not unidimensional or dichotomous (adequate vs inadequate)

Convergence of settings reported as ‘low resource’, yet include
countries classified by the World Bank as a high-income country

Zyl et al, 2021, BMJ Global Health

Community-Academic Partnership
Opportunities

For Educational Use Only
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Strategic Partnerships with Low
Resource Settings

* Interprofessional teams

« Improving workforce education and training

* Establishing partnerships

 Using innovative and resource-appropriate technologies

« Establishing and promoting resource-appropriate clinical
practice guidelines and priorities for cancer care

 Exploring opportunities to eliminate disparities in cancer care

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING 33

Partnering Organizations

Community-Academic

Advocacy bort o
« American Cancer Society artnersnip
« Cancer Support Community  Consortium of Universities for

Global Health
» National Cancer Institute—

» Colorectal Cancer Alliance

* Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care in

Africa designated cancer centers
« International Union for Cancer Control * National Comprehensive Cancer
+ Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Network
« Miles Against Melanoma » Academy of Oncology Nurse and
+ National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship Patient Navigators

* Susan G. Komen

* The Max Foundation

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING 34
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Partnering Organizations

North Carolina Professional Societies (National)
. émerican Cancer Society in North « American Society for Clinical Pathology
arolina

» American Society of Clinical Oncology

» Cancer Services of Eastern NC: . Ameri Societv of H ol
Cancer Patient Support merican society of Hematology
* Hospice and Palliative Nursing

* North Carolina Cancer Action L
Association

Center
* International Gynecologic Cancer

* North Carolina State Prevention \
Society

and Control Branch
« NC Care 360 * Oncology Nursing Society

* Lung Cancer Initiative

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING @
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Partnering Organizations

North Carolina Professional Societies (National)
* American Cancer Society in North « American Society for Clinical Pathology
Carolina

» American Society of Clinical Oncology
» Cancer Services of Eastern NC:

Cancer Patient Support * American Society of Hematology

* Hospice and Palliative Nursing

* North Carolina Cancer Action L
Association

Center
* International Gynecologic Cancer

* North Carolina State Prevention .
Society

and Control Branch
« NC Care 360 * Oncology Nursing Society

* Lung Cancer Initiative

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING £

36
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37

NC Oncology Navigator Association

The North Carolina Oncology Navigator Transportation and Housing
Association’s mission is to provide a
network for collaboration amongst
navigators and promote the development
of best practices for improved access * Air Charity Network

and outcomes of cancer care « Corporate Angel Network

* American Cancer Society
* Road to Recovery

» Joe’s House
* Mercy Medical Angels

/ )
N CO NA * Ronald McDonald House Charities

of the Triangle
NORTH CAROLINA ONCOLOGY

NAVIGATOR ASSOCIATION « SECU Family House at UNC
Hospitals

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING
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Why Global Social Workers Are Essential in Cancer Care

Social workers play a vital role in
cancer care worldwide, bridging
clinical expertise with cultural
understanding while addressing the
complex needs of patients and
families throughout their cancer
journey

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING

For Educational Use Only
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Seven Pillars of Social Work in Cancer Care

N w V)
Bridging Clinical & Cultural Realities  Improving Access & Equity Supporting the Whole Person &
Translate medical information into Address structural barriers and link E‘rc::;g;”ys e e, S
culturally meaningful language and patients to financial, transport, and stren chnyco ing and u’ide degcision-
navigate beliefs about illness social protection support e sy :
decision-making across the cancer
continuum
Q 35 ®
deancti_ng Early Detection & Building Integrated Systems Promoting Global Solidarity
revention
Lead culturally relevant education and Collaborate with health partners and Adapt evidence-based models while
and community engagement to reduce advocate for improved screening, honoring local wisdom and
reduce late-stage diagnoses treatment, and palliative care strengthening the workforce
&

Centering Equity & Human Rights
Champion dignity, choice, and compassionate care for all individuals regardless of background

39

Gina Chowa, PhD, MSW
Johnson-Howard-Adair Distinguished
Professor

Associate Dean for Global Engagement
Director, Global Social Development
Innovations

q SPRINGER PUBLISHING

GLOBAL
SOCIAL

WORK « Pioneer in global intervention
e s i « Groundbreaking work on the
effects of asset ownership on

youth and families in resource-
e (‘Comacam ‘ limited countries.

CODE INSIDE
—_—

Y

40
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Strengthening and Expanding the
Nursing and Biomedical Workforce

Robust Oncology Workforce (Careforce) Needed

PROCEEDINGS OF A WORKSHOP

DEVELOPING Population growth contributes to increases in the
AND SUSTAINING number of patients diagnosed with cancer.

AN EFFECTIVE Significant advances in cancer research,
AND RES"JENT screening, and treatment have led to the age-
ONCOLOGY adjusted declining mortality rate from cancer.

CAREFORCE

Cancer care has become more complex than ever
before.

Growing concern regarding the U.S. healthcare
system’s capacity to deliver high-quality cancer care
to the increasing number of patients.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING A

42
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UNC Lineberger, UNC School
of Nursing, North Carolina
Central University, Sylvia
Lauterborn, and Warren Trent
Piver Oncology Nursing
Fellowship

2016-present

Presented on November 21, 2025

Background on Fellowship

» Need for oncology nurses in North Carolina, specifically
in rural and low resource areas

» Importance of a creating a diverse oncology careforce

» Dr. Deborah K. Mayer, Professor Emerita initiated this
program in 2016 with funding from Fred Flynn, Jr
(Susan D. Flynn Oncology Nursing Fellowship)

+ Additional funding support

Fellowship Components

* Mentored clinical and research experience

» Enroll in NURS512 Care of Individuals with Cancer
and their Families (summer course)

* Meet and network with oncology nurse leaders
locally, nationally, and internationally

+ Join Oncology Nursing Society at no cost

» Stipend provided

T > =
RUNC N7 AUNC
48
CCentral LINEBERGER
SCHOOL OF UNIVERSITY COMPREHENSIVE
NURSING Whers Purpose Takes Fisht CANCER CENTER

43
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IMPACT

37 participants

Increased number of diverse oncology nurses in
NC and beyond

Partnered with North Carolina Central University
Department of Nursing

Expand partnership with North Carolina Agricultural
and Technical University School of Nursing

Several nurses have enrolled and/or graduated
from graduate programs

Obtained their oncology or advanced oncology
certification

Published abstract, presentation, and/or publication

High quality of cancer care delivered

Inaugural oncology nursing elective course offered
summer 2021

45

REP Cancer Undergraduate
" Research Education Program

2026 Summer Research Training in Cancer Research
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED: Oct 28th, 2025 - Jan 20th, 2026

The Cancer Undergraduate Research Education Program or CUREP, i a collsbarative research
and by ional Cancer Institute:
(R25CA291602-01). CUREP i accepting applications fram highly motivated undergraduate

students to participate in our 10-week summer research program. The Program's abjective is
to create a summer h ina b two
other Narth Carafins universities

Our goal is to enhance the success rates of undergraduate students from variaus academic
programs.

* 10-week summer research program (May-luly 2026)
* Stipend of $6,000 will be paid ta each student

* Campus housing will be provided
* Conduct research with a UNC Pt and bench mentar

Qualifications

https://unclinebérqer.orq/curep/

Keku & Bryant, PI: NCI 1R25CA291602-01

Hands on experience in cancer research durin
10-week summer internship with a UNC PI and
bench mentor

Increase student interest in pursuing career in
cancer research

Provide year-long group coaching
Stipend
Campus housing provided

C REP

46

46
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Key Messages

« Cancer service delivery varies across environments and settings
» Overcome challenges with opportunities

 Terminology matters (avoid ‘third world country’)

« Strategic partnerships

« Community academic partnerships

* Nursing and biomedical careforce need

« Cancer Care for All

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL OF NURSING m

47

. References

* Institute of Medicine. 2007. Cancer Control Opportunities in
Low- and Middle-Income Countries. Washington, DC: The
National Academies Press. https://doi.org/10.17226/11797 .

 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.
2017. Cancer Care in Low-Resource Areas: Cancer Treatment,
Palliative Care, and Survivorship Care: Proceedings of a
Workshop. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.
https://doi.org/10.17226/24743.
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Thank you!

ALL
CANCER

Ashley Leak Bryant MATTERS -

PhD, RN, OCN, FAAN
ashley bryant@unc.edu

49

[u |

=7 Questions/Comments?

Nobody has responded yet.

Hang tight! Responses are coming in.

.. Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app ..

For Educational Use Only
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Exploring Cancer ——

Exploring the Role of Biology, Race, Class, and Socioeconomics

Self-Paced, Online Courses

In case you missed any live webinars, take the courses available now!

exploringcancer.org/courses

51

Exploring Cancen

Exploring the Role of Biology, Race, Class, and Socioeconomics

Thank you for participating!

As soon as the webinar is closed you may return to the UNCLCN Learning
Portal to complete an evaluation and claim your certificate.

For any technical issues or questions, contact us at
Email: unclcn@unc.edu

Call: (919) 445-1000

52
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Exploning Cancer

Exploring the Role of Biology, Race, Class, and Socioeconomics

Exploring Cancer is a webinar series taught by cancer biologists, physicians,
public health experts, and other cancer specialists from NCCU, UNC-Chapel Hill,
and NC A&T.

We hope to see you next time!

UNC Lineberger Cancer Network

” Central H-ﬁ U N( N | LINEBERGER COMPREHENSIVE NORTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL
VERSITY = _/ | CANCER CENTER AND TECHNICAL STATE UNIVERSITY

UNI

¥/ /4
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