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A National Cancer Institute-Designated Comprehensive Cancer Center

CCSG Matters – Setting the Context
Anita L. Harrison, Associate Director of Administration

July 16, 2026



Anita L. Harrison, MPA

• Clinical Trials Core Director 
Wake Forest University Comprehensive Cancer Center (1992-1993)

• Clinical Trials Core Administrative Director
University of California, San Francisco Cancer Center (1993-1995)

• Associate Director of Administration
Siteman Cancer Center, Washington University (1995-2001)

• Director, Office of Research Development
Eastern Virginia Medical School, Norfolk (2001-2005)

• Associate Director of Administration
Hollings Cancer Center, Medical University of South Carolina (2005-2016)

• Senior Director, Research Enterprise Solutions
Huron Consulting Group (2016-2021)

• Executive Director for Research Strategy
Massey Comprehensive Cancer Center, Virginia Commonwealth Univ (2021-2026)

• Associate Director of Administration
Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center, Univ of North Carolina (2026-present)



Setting the Context
President of the US

President’s Cabinet
Vice President, 15 Department Heads (Secretaries of State, Treasury, Defense, etc.) plus 7 Other Cabinet Officials

Secretary of Health and Human Services

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.



Setting the Context
Health and Human Services

11 Operating Divisions

Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ)

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)

Administration for Children and Families

Food and Drug Administration

Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA)

National Institutes of Health

Administration for Community Living

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Indian Health Service
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration



Setting the Context
National Institutes of Health

27 Institutes and Centers in NIH

Jay Bhattacharya, MD, PhD, Director

National Cancer Institute

National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute  

National Institute on Aging     

National Institute of Mental Health

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases  

Selected Institutes

Founded in 1937



Setting the Context

National Cancer Institute

30 Divisions, Offices, and Centers

Anthony G. Letai, MD, PhD, Director

Office of Cancer Centers

Office of Cancer Centers

Krzysztof Ptak, PhD, Director

Sonya Roberson, PhD

Program Director for Lineberger



History of NCI-Designated Cancer Centers

President Nixon signed the landmark National Cancer Act in 1971 formally establishing 

the NCI-designation cancer centers program and funding the first 15 Centers

UNC receives NCI-designation in 1975 under Dr. Joseph Pagano



History of UNC Lineberger



2026 NCI-Designated Cancer Centers 

58

8

74 NCI-Designated

Cancer Centers

8



NCI-Designation Comprehensive Status

Of 74 NCI-designated cancer centers, 

58 are comprehensive 

 

Must show demonstrable evidence 

of the following:



How Does an Institution Receive NCI Designation?

• Submit a large grant application to the NCI

through a P30 mechanism called the 

Cancer Center Support Grant or CCSG 

• These grants are awarded to institutions that 

demonstrate they are making the most impact 

on the nation’s cancer burden through research

• CCSGs currently range from $1.4M-8M/yr in 

direct costs



NCI Designation Review Process

• Grant can be submitted at three time points during the year 
- Jan 25, May 25, and Sept 25

• Grant reviewed by a study section of ~25-30 reviewers in a one day session where they review 
up to 3 cancer center applications; assign an overall merit rating

• One half-day site visit scheduled 4-6 months after review by the NIH Center for Scientific Review
~8 Center Directors/Deputy Directors/Associate Directors from NCI-designated centers spend a 
half day at the applicant institution assessing institutional commitment, infrastructure and facilities, 
leadership and governance, the Center’s cohesiveness as an integrated entity, COE and CRTEC 
integration, clinical trial oversight, comprehensiveness, and alignment with national priorities

• Report from site visit is submitted to NCI which is considered when determining funding of the 
Center

• Grant typically renewed every 5 years; Centers receiving an exceptional merit rating are eligible 
for 7 years



Components of the P30 CCSG



Lineberger CCSG Renewal Timeline

Aug1-Aug 21

Data Finalization

Grant Compilation

October 1, 2026

RPPR due

Oct 6, 2026

NCI Pre-application

Consultation

Sept 23, 2026

EAB

Nov 2, 2026

Draft 3:

Web site Revisions

January 2027
Upload, Route, 

and Submit

July 31, 2026

Draft 2 Due

CCSG Draft

Submitted to EAB

for Review

August 21



Overview - Importance of NCI Designation                Importance of NCI Designation

Attracts philanthropic and state support

Enhances clinical marketing/branding ability

Provides opportunities for research funding only available to NCI-designated Centers

Facilitates recruitment of world class doctors and scientists

Fuels partnerships (community, industry)



CCSG MATTERS

Noon, August 20

Essential Characteristics: 
Center Director and Institutional Capacity
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