A Population Sciences Approach to Addressing Cancer Disparities in North Carolina
Disparities in cancer occurrence and outcomes by race, ethnicity, geographic location, sexual orientation and gender identity, and other factors remain an important problem in North Carolina and nationwide. Members of the UNC Lineberger Population Science programs (Cancer Epidemiology, Cancer Prevention and Control) have made significant advances in identifying disparities in cancer risk factors, mechanisms, outcomes, and cancer care delivery and care quality. New approaches are needed to better understand and address the mechanisms underlying these disparities. We also need interventions and policies that reduce or eliminate cancer-related disparities through testing and implementing behavior change and healthcare delivery interventions that can improve access to and quality of healthcare. 
The goal of this targeted RFA is to stimulate cutting-edge interdisciplinary research to further integrate and translate current knowledge on disparities in caner occurrence, cancer risk factors, or cancer outcomes. Outcomes may include behavior, tumor recurrence, mortality, and survivorship outcomes such as quality of life. We are particularly interested in targeting cancers with elevated mortality and disparities. This RFA will also support research projects that increase interdisciplinary research on cancer screening in context of disparities.
Although not required, proposals should consider a community-based approach to their project and can consult with the UNC Lineberger Community Outreach and Engagement Office, https://unclineberger.org/community-outreach/, for further consultation.
Catchment area data: https://unclineberger.org/community-outreach/catchment/

