
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
Lineberger Scientific Retreat 
Tuesday, May 2, 9:00am-5:00pm 
The Carolina Inn 

 

Time Speaker/Title 

9:00am-9:30am “Mountains to Sea: Cancer Prevention and Control in our Catchment Area 
Communities” 
Stephanie B. Wheeler, PhD, MPH 
Associate Director, Community Outreach & Engagement 
Professor, Department of Health Policy & Management 

9:30am-9:50am “Health Informatics Research in Cancer” 
Saif Khairat, PhD, MPH 
LCCC Carolina Health Informatics Program & Associate Professor, School of Nursing  

9:50am-10:10am “Workforce Development and Training in Nursing and Beyond” 
Ashley Leak Bryant, PhD, RN, OCN, FAAN 
Assistant Director, Cancer Research Training & Education Coordination 
Associate Professor, School of Nursing 

10:00am-10:30am “The Bladder Cancer Program from 10,000 Feet” 
William Y. Kim, MD 
Professor, Department of Medicine 

10:30am-10:50am BREAK 

10:50am-11:10am “The Development of Radionuclide-based Pharmaceuticals as Personalized 
Medicine” 
Zibo Li, PhD 
Cyclotron Director & Professor, Department of Radiology 

11:10am-11:30am “Innovations in Supporting Parents with Cancer” 
Justin M. Yopp, PhD 
Program Director, Comprehensive Cancer Support Program 
Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry 

11:30am-12:10pm Keynote Address – “The Future of Cancer Research” 
Ned Sharpless, MD 
Professor of Cancer Policy & Innovation 

12:10pm-1:15pm Lunch & Shared Resources Posters 



 
 

1:15pm-1:35pm “Engaging American Indian Populations in Cancer Prevention and Control 
Research”  
Ronny Bell, PhD, MS 
Eshelman Professor and Chair, Division of Pharmaceutical Outcomes and Policy 
Senior Advisor, UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

1:35pm-1:55pm “From Theory to Analysis to Action: Patient-Partnered Research to Achieve Equity 
in Cancer Care Delivery” 
Mya L. Roberson, PhD  
Assistant Professor, Department of Health Policy & Management 

1:55pm-2:15pm “Novel mRNA Therapeutics for Cancer Treatment” 
Rihe Liu, PhD 
Professor, Division of Chemical Biology & Medicinal Chemistry 

2:15pm-2:35pm “Translation of Basic Research to Innovative GBM Therapy” 
Dominique Higgins, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurosurgery 

2:35pm-2:55pm BREAK 

2:55pm-3:25pm “UNC Breast Cancer Research: The Clinical/Translational/Population Spectrum” 
Lisa A. Carey, MD, ScM, FASCO 
Deputy Director for Clinical Sciences, UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

3:25pm-3:45pm "Improving Tumor Antigen Identification for Therapeutic Applications" 
Ben Vincent, MD 
Associate Professor, Division of Hematology 

3:45pm-4:05pm “Targeting Subtypes of Pancreatic Cancer” 
Ashwin Somasundaram, MD 
Assistant Professor, Division of Oncology 

4:05pm-4:25pm “Early Phase CAR-T Cell Trials at LCCC” 
Natalie Grover, MD 
Clinical Director, Cellular Therapy Program & Assistant Professor, Division of Hematology  

4:25pm Wrap-up  
Shelley Earp, MD 
Director, UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 

 


