
 
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
UNC LINEBERGER INNOVATION PILOT RESEARCH AWARDS PROGRAM 
The UNC Lineberger Innovation Pilot Research Awards Program supports new cancer research concepts aligned 
with the Center’s 2026-2030 Strategic Plan. Awards represent basic, translational, clinical, and population sciences 
across all levels of academic faculty. All UNC Lineberger Research Members are encouraged to apply. UNC Lineberger 
Associate Research Members and other faculty not affiliated with Lineberger may apply but will need to submit 
applications with an MPI who is a current Lineberger Research Member.  
This Program is also linked to priority activities through Lineberger’s SPOREs and other NIH-funded Center awards. 
This cycle we are accepting applications from UNC Lineberger, the Breast Cancer SPORE Developmental Research 
Program (DRP), the SToP Pancreatic Cancer SPORE DRP, the Cancer Health Disparities SPORE in Endometrial Cancer 
DRP, and the UNC Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility Pilot Program.  Applications are submitted in a 
single portal, and applicants select fit to these opportunities at the time of application. 

KEY DATES 
LETTER OF INTENT DUE: JUNE 1, 2026 
This is a required, non-binding LOI which allows for advanced planning in selecting appropriate reviewers 
LOI Requirements: 
• Title 
• Scientific Abstract 

• Priority Funding Area(s) 
• Research Team and LCCC Program affiliation

APPLICATION DUE: JULY 6, 2026, 5:00 PM  
Earliest Award Start Date: August 14, 2026 

PRIORITY FUNDING AREAS 
STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITY FUNDING AREAS 
• Collaborative Team Science: MPI applications are highly encouraged 
• Mechanisms of Cancer: spatial and temporal origins of cancer, genetic and epigenetic roots of tumor 

heterogeneity, cellular, biochemical, and biophysical mechanisms, genetically defined and patient-based models 
• Prevention and Early Detection: primary prevention, secondary prevention, and tertiary prevention, including 

etiology, screening, and cancer control 
• Immunotherapy and Novel Therapeutics: novel treatment and/or precision medicine approaches 
• Reducing Cancer Burden Across NC: multi-level factors and interventions contributing to disproportionate 

cancer burden and poor outcomes 
• Cancer Data Science: develop and utilize benchmark data sets and novel methods for precision oncology; 

incorporate novel data types to advance early detection and treatment and improve screening and care quality 

SPORE AND OTHER CENTER-ALIGNED PRIORITY AREAS 
• Breast SPORE: translational research; awardees funded with co-funding from the SPORE Developmental 

Research Program will be required to participate in and present at Breast Cancer SPORE meetings 
• Pancreatic SPORE: translational research; awardees funded with co-funding from the SPORE Developmental 

Research Program will be required to participate in and present at Pancreatic Cancer SPORE meetings 
• Cancer Health Disparities SPORE in Endometrial Cancer: translational research; awardees funded with co-

funding from the SPORE Developmental Research Program will be required to participate in and present at Cancer 
Health Disparities in Endometrial Cancer SPORE meetings 

• UNC Center for Environmental Health and Susceptibility: matching funds are available through an NIEHS P30 
Center of Excellence for research addressing mechanisms and methods relevant to environmental causes of 
cancer (i.e DNA Repair) 

 



 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
• SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACT: 1,500-character limit 
• LAY ABSTRACT: 1,500-character limit 

o Provide a lay abstract/project narrative summarizing the impact of the research to a general audience in 
plain language.  Avoid the use of jargon and explain any technical terms. 

o If a lay abstract is missing or is simply a copy of your scientific abstract, your proposal will be returned. 
• BUDGET JUSTIFICATION 

o Budgets are limited to $50,000, direct costs, for one year  
o Budgets are submitted in a narrative format, list all costs and justify with sufficient detail for reviewers to 

assess appropriateness of request.  Include justification for unpaid key personnel. 
o Funds may be budgeted for standard categories for purposes necessary for the successful execution of the 

proposed project.  The following additional restrictions apply:  
§ Salary support is not permitted for Key Personnel; salary is allowable for non-key personnel. 
§ Cost Sharing – Applicants with current UNC Lineberger funded recruitment or retention packages are 

eligible to apply, however, if chosen there is an expectation that half of the budget be cost shared from 
those funds.  Application budget should reflect the full $50,000. 

o Projects must be completed in the designated period of the grant proposal. Clinical applicants or others with 
time consuming preliminary requirements may request a delayed start. No-cost extensions are not 
permitted, except in rare circumstances. Awards are non-transferable.  

• BIOSKETCHES  
o Provide for all senior/key personnel in SciENcv NIH common format 

• LIST OF SCIENTIFIC TEAM (Funded and un-funded) 
• SPECIFIC AIMS: 1-page limit 
• RESEARCH PLAN: 3-page limit  

o The application should follow the format: Significance, Cancer Relevance, Innovation, and Approach. Include 
where applicable clear evidence of how the proposal meets the review criteria and is relevant specifically to 
cancer.  A statistical analysis plan should be included where applicable. 

• REFERENCES 
• PROGRESS REPORT (if applicable) 

o If you have received a Lineberger Developmental Award in the past 10 years include a progress report with 
your application. Report should include title and year of funding; project team; accomplishments including 
details of new external grants and publications; and UNC resources utilized.  Past performance in utilizing 
pilot award funding will be considered in making funding determinations. 

• LETTERS OF SUPPORT (Optional) 

All documents must be submitted with formatting no smaller than Arial 11pt, 0.5-inch margins, single spaced. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
All applicants must register, submit their LOI and proposals at the following website: https://go.unc.edu/foundant.  

The application portal will be opened approximately two weeks ahead of each deadline. Both registration and 
submission must be completed by 5:00 pm on the LOI deadline date. 

Questions can be directed to lccc-dev-awards@office.unc.edu.  
Further information can be found at: https://unclineberger.org/funding-grants-development/pilot-awards/.  
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REVIEW CRITERIA 
Proposals will be judged by the following criteria:  
Importance of the research, rigor and feasibility; expertise and resources, and potential for external funding and 
publications 

Review panel will be chaired by a UNC Lineberger senior leader, and the review committee will be composed of cancer 
center members, including representation from each of the eight programmatic areas. Applications will be assigned 
at least two reviewers who will score applications according to the NIH scale of 1-9 (best – worst).  A biostatistician 
and community advocate will also participate in the review process.  

POST-AWARD REQUIREMENTS 
• IACUC and IRB approval is not required prior to submission, review and approval is required before relevant work 

can begin and is expected within the first 90 days. 
• A kick-off meeting must be scheduled with the Developmental Awards Team within 4 weeks of the award start 

date.  
• A financial progress meeting must occur with the Developmental Awards Finance Team 6 months into the award. 
• Projects must be completed in the designated period of the grant proposal. Clinical applicants or others with time-

consuming preliminary requirements may request a change in start/end dates. No-cost extensions are not 
permitted. Awards are non-transferable. 

• A report summarizing financial expenditures and a one-page summary of the scientific outcome of the project is 
due annually, timing may vary based on the funding source. 

• All awardees must provide annual updates on publications and external funding that result from this award, via 
an annual survey, for seven years. 
 


