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Monday, October 5, 2026, 9:00am-5:30pm

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center, Pagano Conference Room

9:00-9:10am

9:10-11:40am

9:10-10:10am

Welcome Remarks

Jeremy Rich, MD, MHS, MBA

Deputy Director of Research & Chief Scientific Officer
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center
Professor, Neurology, UNC Chapel Hill

Cancer Cell Biology Research Program

Talks by PhD Students

Chair: Bernard Weissman, PhD

Professor, Pathology & Lab Medicine, UNC-Chapel Hill

Co-Associate Director, Cancer Research Training & Education Coordination,
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center

Adoma Manful, MPH

Vanderbilt University, Epidemiology

Benchmarking the performance of risk-model based approaches to lung cancer
screening eligibility

Claudia Wahoski, BS

Vanderbilt University, Cancer Biology

Wnt/[B-catenin signaling may promote squamous differentiation in papillary
and anaplastic thyroid cancer

Rishi Devulaplli, BS

University of Alabama at Birmingham, Cancer Biology Program

Identifying Linc00152 as a new player in interferon signaling and glioblastoma
immunity

Sarah Ginther, BS

Vanderbilt University, Cancer Biology PhD Program

ASPN Driven NF-kB Signaling in Cancer-Associated Fibroblasts (CAF) Promotes
Immunosuppression in Prostate Cancer



10:10-10:25am

10:25-11:40am

11:40-11:50am

11:50am-12:35pm

Monima Anam, BS, MD, PhD Candidate

The University of Alabama at Birmingham, Medical Scientist Training
Program

Small-RNA Profiling Links 5-tRNA Halves to Post-therapeutic Disease Persistence
and Poor Patient

Break

Anitha Parthiban, BDS, MSc
University of Alabama at Birmingham, Cancer Biology
ST6GAL1-mediated GBM secreted proteins aid in promoting platelet activation

Tarah Vijayasarathy, BS

University of Alabama at Birmingham Medical Scientist Training Program
Estrogen modulates growth of tumor cells and function of CD8+ T cells derived
from NF1 deficient ER+ mammary tumors.

Xinyue Zhou, BS

University of Alabama at Birmingham, Graduate Biomedical, Science -
Genetics, Genomics and Bioinformatics

Epigenetic Regulation of Non-canonical Menin Targets Modulates Menin
Inhibitor Response in Acute Myeloid Leukemia

Neil Chada, BS

Vanderbilt University, Biomedical Engineering

Albumin-hitchhiking STING agonists reprogram the tumor microenvironment to
potentiate adoptive T cell therapy in solid tumors

Weiman Yuan, MS, PhD Candidate

Vanderbilt University, Biomedical Engineering

CNVeil resolves haplotype-specific copy number and uncovers subclonal
architecture hidden from total copy number profiling in single-cell cancer
genomes

Jared Rhodes, BS

Vanderbilt University, Cancer Biology

Fibroblast-derived Spondin-2 promotes dysplastic transition in metaplastic
gastric epithelial cells

Duc Huy Le, MD, MBA

Vanderbilt University, Epidemiology

Development of an untargeted metabolomic aging signature of its association
with lifestyle factors and mortality

Break

Keynote Address

Introduction: Philip Spanheimer, MD, FACS
Assistant Professor, Surgery

UNC-Chapel Hill, Breast Cancer Research Program

Corey Speers, MD, PhD
Merle M. Salter Endowed Chair and Chair, Department of Radiation
Oncology, UAB Heersink School of Medicine



Senior Scientist, O'Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center

Bench to Beam: Translating Breast Cancer Biology into Precision Radiation

Strategies
12:35-1:15pm Lunch
1:15-2:00pm Keynote Address

Introduction: Bernard Weissman, PhD

William P. Tansey, PhD - Professor of Cell and Developmental Biology
Ingram Professor of Cancer Research

Professor of Biochemistry

Co-Leader, Genome Maintenance Research Program, VICC
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center

Targeting the MYC-WDR5- Ribosome Axis for Cancer Therapy

2:00-5:30pm Faculty/Student Meetings

See Calendar Invite for Schedule & Location
5:30-6:00pm Break/Travel to Dinner
6:00-8:30pm Dinner Reservation

See Calendar Invite for Location

We are grateful to the following individuals for their support in making this symposium possible.

UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center
Robert Ferris, MD, PhD, Executive Director, UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center
Chief of Oncology Services, UNC Health System, Lineberger Professor, Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
Jeremy Rich, MD, MHS, MBA, Deputy Director of Research & Chief Scientific Officer, UNC Lineberger
Comprehensive Cancer Center, Professor, Neurology, UNC Chapel Hill, Cancer Cell Biology Research Program

Cancer Research Training & Education Coordination (CRTEC)
Claire Dees, MD, ScM, Co-Associate Director
Lisa Meadows, BS, Training Specialist
Becca Moss, MIS, Program Manager
Julie Trollinger, MHA, Training Specialist
Bernard Weissman, PhD, Co-Associate Director

Future Scholars Symposium Committee
Patrick Bolack, Med, Program Director, Education & Training, UAB O’'Neal Comprehensive Cancer
David K. Cortez, PhD, Chair, Biochemistry Department, Hortense B. Ingram Professor of Cancer Research
Professor of Biochemistry, Associate Director, Basic Science Research, Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center
Anindya Dutta, PhD, Professor & Chair, Department of Genetics, UAB Medicine,
Senior Scientist, UAB O'Neal Comprehensive Cancer
Caroline Hartford, Senior Program Manager, Research Administration & VERTICAL Program,
Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center
Lalita Shevde-Samant, PhD, Associate Director, Education & Training, Professor in the Department of Pathology,
Senior Scientist UAB O'Neal Comprehensive Cancer
Barry P. Sleckman, MD, PhD, Director, UAB O'Neal Comprehensive Cancer Center
Christopher Williams, MD, PhD, Professor of Medicine, Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition,
Associate Dean for Physician Scientist Education and Training



